Ranking

An activity that ranks high in anyone's list of active learning strategies.  As the saying goes, it requires engaging the brain while putting the mouth into motion..

HOW?

1. The class needs to work in pairs or small groups.

2. Pieces of information, or ideas, or pictures or statements – whatever is appropriate to the learning in hand – are presented to each group as a collection of separate items, perhaps on cards. For example: the causes of the Second World War, or the paintings of Van Gogh, or the evidence for global warming, or sayings of Jesus, or scientific discoveries of the 20th Century.

3. The criterion for distinguishing between the items is explained (for example, how controversial would these sayings of Jesus have seemed at the time? or with hindsight, how significant were these discoveries? or which are the most conviincing …?). The group is asked to debate the relative merits of the items and place them in rank order according to the criterion. This is most easily done if the items can be moved around on the desk-top or floor.

4. Once the exercise is complete, the results can be compared and discussed with the whole class.

APPLICATIONS

· Any subject which requires judgements to be made between different options.

· Ranking is a decision-making process; it can be used to decide between differing proposals at a meeting, for example where to go for a field trip. It is a positive alternative to voting.

WHY DO IT?
· Ranking is an academic exercise; through the exchange of opinion thinking is exercised and personal understanding is achieved of key issues and concepts. This results in deep rather than shallow learning.

· Ranking is also a democratic exercise that encourages debate, listening, compromise and consensus.

VARIATIONS
The ranking brief can vary, for example …

1. produce a straight run of all the items from most favoured to least favoured.

2. just the top three in order.

3. just the top two and the bottom two.

4. pyramid ranking could be produced (one at the top, two on the next row, three on the third row and so on), or a diamond shape.

5. Once the original pairs have completed their rank order, use Pairs to Fours (p.).  

