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What you 
are trying to 
achieve …

Recognition of the range of resources that can be called upon when seeking to 
acquire new knowledge, understand the unfamiliar and respond to challenges.

Acknowledge that internal resources – such as attitudes and 
prior experience – are often as valuable as external ones.

Starting 
the activity

Show the painting Landscape with the Fall of Icarus by 
Breughel (see Resources). Do not give its title. Ask students to 
examine the picture, notice, and make observations.

Accept observations from paired discussion – encourage 
curiosity – take all offers at face value.

Ask class to consider “What could we find out about this 
picture?” and then “Where could we find out about it?”

Capitalising on using resources available in the school 
(internet, library, the art department …)

Developing 
the activity

Offer the artist’s name and encourage further research possibilities.

Offer, or allow the discovery of, the painting’s title.

Consider: “What does the title mean? How can we find out …?” As suggestions 
and realisations occur prompt curiosity about Icarus – as the myth emerges, 
through existing knowledge or research, encourage enquiries into what the 
myth has to do with the picture … and what the artist may have had in mind.

Distil all of the resources – from memory, to other people, to 
books and the internet, that have been used or could be used to 
fully explore what challenges are offered by the picture.

Debriefing 
and rating 
the learning 
stretch

Capitalising means making use of a wide range of internal; and external resources.

• What internal capacities did students draw upon?

• What external resources did students turn to?

• How did they use external resources

 – by being selective
 – skimming for information
 – going deeper to find out more
 – linking ideas and information?

• What are the first things to do when set a challenge that 
requires you to capitalise on all possible sources?

Move on to Transferring activities and the Learning Log.

Hints and tips Things to Try …

Remind yourself of the story of Icarus if you are using the 
suggested picture.

Avoid giving too many clues.

Provide relevant spurs to further enquiry to maintain 
curiosity and stimulation.

Try — other pictures

Resource
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