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The sort of classroom 
climate that will 

encourage Reasoning 
includes:

Rigour 
matters

Safety 
to reason 

speculatively

Reasoning is 
fun

Knowing 
when 

reasoning is 
important, 

and when not

Reasoning 
‘both ways’

•	 Puzzles, games, paradoxes 
are part of everyday activity

•	 Accurate steps in 
building arguments

•	 Precise and accurate 
language

•	 Opportunities 
to hypothesise 
and predict 
are frequent

•	 Questions 
about ‘what 
should happen’ 
are evident

•	 Forwards through 
sound argument

•	 Backwards by looking 
at assumptions used to 
support a line of argument

•	 Distinguish between creative 
and editing modes when 
writing (for example)

•	 Swap to and fro 
between reasoning and 
intuition / creativity

•	 Display shows the logical 
processes that sit behind 
the completed work

•	 Explore strong 
chains of 
argument

•	 Awareness and 
avoidance of mere 
debating tricks

Display reflects 
‘work in progress’

Soundbites 
are not enough


