
Use words like intuition 

instinct, flexibility

Talk to encourage 

curiosity

about possibilities

Use ‘could-be’ language 

to foster speculation

Allow students to

fail in safety
Praise and value

unlikely, speculative ideas

Display Novelty - alternative, unusual 

ways of solving the same problem and

creative unexpected solutions

Follow hunches, 

pursue their own 

lines of enquiry

Rehearse actions in the 

mind before actually 

doing them

Read and build stories, 

myths, legends to extend 

imaginative thinking

Use guided visualisation 

to explore possibilities

Offer regular opportunities 

to speculate / hypothesise

Use VTR See, Think, Wonder
Offer ‘What if?’ 

challenges

Develop a question wall to trigger 

imaginative responses

Take risks

Enculturating Imagination
The wellspring of creativity in the 

classroom

Build imagination 

into teaching

Celebrate imagination through 

reward systems and displays

Talk to nudge 

imagination

Enable

learners to ...

“Imagination will often carry us to worlds that never 
were” – Carl Sagan

“Logic will get you from A to B. Imagination will take you 
everywhere” – Albert Einstein


