
Talk about the type of 

listening that is required

Say things 

only once –

no repeats

Use VTR Think Pair Share 

to hone listening skills

Different types of listening 

are explained in display

The ‘rules’ of listening are 

agreed and displayed

All contributions are 

heard and valued in a 

culture of mutual respect

Differentiate between 

hearing and listening

Understand active 

listening skills

Build situations where 

students have to listen 

‘between the lines’, or to 

identify the speaker’s 

beliefs / intentions

Offer activities that require 

learners to identify 

key information

Offer students opportunities 

to use a variety of listening 

routines developed to suit 

different circumstances

Design group work activities to 

encourage students to listen to and 

judge the quality of ideas

Create activities to 

practise and rate 

their listening skills

Adults model attentive 

listening and reward

it in others

Respond 

appropriately

Enculturating Listening
The wellspring of attentiveness 

in the classroom

Build listening 

into teaching

Celebrate listening through reward 

systems and displays

Talk to nudge 

listening

Enable

learners to ...

Knowledge speaks, but wisdom listens - UnknownMost people do not listen with the intent to understand. 
Most listen with the intent to reply.” –Covey


