
Use ‘on the one hand’, but ‘on 

the other hand’ type arguments

Encourage 

students to 

articulate differing 

points of view

Opportunities to talk about 

emotions are built into 

classroom discussions

Praise the willingness to 

seek / consider counter 

evidence

Diverse contributions from 

individuals are praised

The classroom fosters a 

culture of mutual respect 

where all views are welcomed 

and given due regard

Express and discuss 

their own emotions

See things from other 

people’s points of view

Tasks are designed to 

enable students to argue

in favour of views 

contrary to their own

Opportunities to display care 

and concern for others are 

built into classroom tasks

Offer opportunities for individuals 

to see things through others’ eyes 

and encourage them to value 

different opinions

Offer opportunities to use a variety

of listening routines to consider the 

speaker’s intentions / values / beliefs

Use VTR Step 

inside, perceive, 

care about

Celebrate learners 

supporting each other to 

achieve their goals

Be emotionally 

literate

Enculturating Empathy
The wellspring of concern for 

others in the classroom

Build empathy

into teaching

Celebrate empathy through reward 

systems and displays

Talk to nudge 

empathy

Enable

learners to ...

Empathy is the starting point for creating a community and 
taking action. It's the impetus for creating change - Carver

You can’t understand someone until you’ve walked a mile 
in their shoes. - Unknown


