
Model a ‘can-do’ approach 

and talk through what they 

intend to do

The ‘how’ of goal 

setting is 

frequently 

discussed

Offer regular 

opportunities to consider 

‘What should we do… 

What could we do… 

What might we do?’

Successful plans are 

celebrated and displayed
Display shows a range of 

planning skills

Post-it notes and wall 

plans support working 

flexibility and creatively

Be well organised 

and think ahead

Begin with the 

end in mind

Lessons start with routines 

for students revisiting prior 

experience to identify future 

and immediate needs

Support students to review 

the effectiveness of their 

plans retrospectively

Use VTR T/P/S to 

encourage students to 

talk/think things through 

before starting

Offer opportunities to discover 

how best to plan their 

challenges or projects

Use routine ‘what will

it look like when it is 

finished?’

Unsuccessful plans are recognised 

as learning opportunities

Create their

own plans

Enculturating Planning
The wellspring of thinking ahead

in the classroom

Build planning 

into teaching

Celebrate planning through reward 

systems and displays

Talk to nudge 

planning

Enable

learners to ...

A goal without a plan is just a wish - Saint-Exupery.Failing to plan is planning to fail - Lakein


