
Use ‘could-be’ language to 

present ‘facts’ as tentative 

and open to question

Use VTR See, 

Think, Wonder

to stimulate 

curiosity

Share your own 

enthusiasms and 

enquiries, modelling 

curiosity

Value good questions as 

much as good answers
Build a question wall to 

generate enthusiasm and 

curiosity

Ensure a ‘no put-down’ 

culture where questions 

are not scorned

Ask their own 

questions

Not be afraid of a ‘don’t 

know’ frame of mind

Integrate open-ended ‘wild’ 

tasks and enquiry-based 

challenges into lessons

Use VTR Think, Puzzle, 

Explore to identify ‘puzzles’ 

at the start of an enquiry

Use review points to 

capture student 

questions

Use VTR Connect, Extend, 

Challenge to identify new 

‘challenges’ during an enquiry

Design lessons built 

from intriguing 

questions

Display lines of enquiry, 

fruitful (or discarded) 

questioning sequences

Exhibit healthy 

scepticism

Enculturating Questioning
The wellspring of curiosity in the 

classroom

Build questioning 

into teaching

Celebrate questioning through 

reward systems and displays

Talk to nudge 

questioning

Enable

learners to ...

I have no special talents. I am only passionately curious -
Albert EinsteinKnowledge is having the right answer. Intelligence is asking 

the right question.” –Unknown


