
Win-Win solutions and 

disagreements are 

discussed and explored

Talk is about

‘we’ and ‘us’

Discuss what students 

have learned about 

themselves as a result of 

working together / alone

Praise students making 

independent choices 

about who to work with

Praise acts of generosity 

towards others

The classroom fosters a culture of 

mutual respect where all views are 

welcomed and given due regard

Take personal 

responsibility for 

their actions and the 

decisions they make

Balance sociability 

with self-reliance

Students are encouraged to 

understand that teams rely on 

diverse contributions from 

individuals who are all pulling 

towards a common goal

Group work intentionally encourages 

discussion and debate, conflict resolution 

and consensus building

Opportunities are 

provided for students to 

make choices about 

whether they work alone 

or with others

Create opportunities for students to evaluate 

the effect of grouping or individual learning 

on learning experiences and outcomes

Build progressively 

higher expectations of 

students’ clarity about 

whether to work alone 

or with others

Contributions to the greater 

good of the community are 

identified and celebrated

Be part of a 

community of 

learners

Enculturating Interdependence
The wellspring of sociability

in the classroom

Build interdependence 

into teaching

Celebrate interdependence through 

reward systems and displays

Talk to nudge 

interdependence

Enable

learners to ...

No man is an island, entire of itself;  every man is a piece 
of the continent – John Donne 

Interdependence is and ought to be as much the ideal of 
man as self-sufficiency. Man is a social being. - Mahatma 
Gandhi


