
‘Could be’ language is used

to stimulate students to dig 

deeper and become aware 

of further detail

Use precise, 

technical language 

to draw attention 

to detail

Use ‘Wait time’ before 

listening to student responses 

to enable students to slow, 

deepen their thinking, and 

appreciate detail

Praise and encourage 

accuracy and attention to 

detail over swiftness

Acknowledge and reward 

students’ patient efforts 

to identify specific detail

Understand the 

importance of 

attention to detail

Be attentive to detail, 

subtlety, nuance

Build ‘what did we notice?’ 

into every review session

Engage all of the senses 

to encourage and 

heighten noticing skills

Use activities such as ‘odd 

man out’ or finding differences 

and similarities to stimulate 

noticing detail and hone 

observation skills

Encourage students to identify 

/ notice what is and what is not 

important
Give time for 

uncovering detail

Students are praised for being 

patient and waiting for patterns

or detail to emerge

Take time to 

look carefully

Enculturating Noticing
The wellspring of attentiveness in 

the classroom

Build noticing 

into teaching

Celebrate noticing through reward 

systems and displays

Talk to nudge 

noticing

Enable

learners to ...

Anything looked at closely becomes wonderful - AmmonsThe difference between something good and something 
great is attention to detail –Swindell

Displays highlight 

important detail in a topic


