
The teacher-focused classroom The learning-friendly classroom

My language focuses on what is being / has been learned I------------------------I
Sophisticated talk about learning permeates everyday classroom 

discourse

Display contains some learning positive prompts I------------------------I
My students are aware of and can describe how they are becoming 

better learners

My learning objectives focus on what is to be learned
I------------------------I

My learning objectives help students to understand what they will 

learn, why they will learn it, and how they will learn it

My students view lessons as ‘stuff they need to learn / memorise’
I------------------------I

My students view lessons as opportunities to develop their content 

understanding by exercising their learning behaviours

My lessons are designed to deliver prescribed curriculum content I------------------------I
My lessons are designed with students’ interests / questions about 

the curriculum content in mind

I expect my students to be compliant and to try hard to understand 

the lesson content
I------------------------I

My students engage enthusiastically and strive to stretch their 

content understanding and their learning behaviours

The tasks I design are generally undifferentiated, challenging for 

some, easy for others
I------------------------I

My students relish opportunities to tackle the challenging, open-

ended activities I provide

My students are pleased that I help them to avoid making mistakes I------------------------I
My students understand that making mistakes and learning from 

them is a sign that they are really learning

In my classroom, students usually work on their own I------------------------I
My students experience a blend of solitary activities when learning 

alone and sociable activities when learning with others

My students have relatively few positive social strategies and so 

find group work challenging
I------------------------I

My students are confident team workers, willing and able to learn 

with and from others

My classroom is designed for efficient teaching. Responsibility for 

learning lies with me
I------------------------I

My students are keen to take responsibility for their own learning 

development

Opportunities for reflection are few and far between I------------------------I
My students have ample opportunities to reflect on what they have 

learned and how they have learned it

The 6 Principles - Poles Apart


